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*AH our liberties are dor in 
men who* %vhvtt their con- 
science hm compelled them* 

have broken the /uw* of (he 
fond.'' 

n r. cue roith 


rhreepevuM 


CONSCRIPTION GAINS GROUND 


* ■"'HE laiture ql the &n ri-ccmscriptiomst$ in parliament to hold the ground 
1 they wrung from the government Iasi year makes plain once again a 
general proposition which anarchists have always urged upon reformers— 
thai where a general trend is in operation it is futile to pick at minor objections 
while making no resistance to the trend itself. 

A year ago the opposition to conscription was sufficiently strong within the 
Labour Party to make the cabinet compromise its proposal for an eighteen 
month period for military service, and reduce it instead to twelve months. 
Now, she government proposes to reverse that concession, and once more make 
military service eighteen months—and it seems as good as certain that opposi¬ 
tion will be negligible. The reason is partly to he sought in the varying 
motives of last year’s oppositioni ms. Some were merely aiuLBcviSfets, others 
fellow travellers or softies who hoped for a rappochcmcni with Russia which 
would make military conscription unnecessary from a practical point of view. 
A few were pacifists; and ihcse will probably provide the rump of last year’s 
opposition* 

Two World Camps 

For it is clear that the hardening of 
the division of the world into two 
major power blocs has strengthened 
the hands of the "practical” men and 
weakened that of the socialists who 
felt queasy about Bcvin’s support for 
reactionary regimes such as that of 
Greece- Once again we see that 
nationalist, patriotic sentiments favour¬ 
ing the defence of our country (or 
" our way of life”) and its dependen¬ 
cies cut right across the wishes of 
those who wish to support left-wing 
movements against reaction. Greece 
may he heading for a military dicta¬ 
torship but patriotic socialists now 
see that it is an outpost in the defence 
against Russian aggression, and that 
what h needed is nor a left govern¬ 
ment byi an effective one. 


Triumph of the Practical 
Men 

Similarly, if one see* [hut the struggle 
hi already engaged and that Russian pro- 
gre?.-, is only m be stopped by military 
force or the threat of it, then opposition 
to conscription on mere ideological 
ground*, mere traditions of the Labour 
movement, i* not practical politics fit all. 
For practical men arc already showing 
ihuT Britain’s overseas commitments, can¬ 
not be me l by men whose period of ser¬ 
vice is so short that they cannot be used 
further away than Germany or ai most 
the Middle Hast, no that the tanka in the 
1-ar Haft fall to the regular army which 
h insufficient to shoulder them. Inevit¬ 
ably, therefore, military service must be 
increased to eighteen months of even two 
years . . - 

Again<ii the background of the cold war 
against Russia the position of most anti- 
cun script i on i st- becomes untenable. But 
that does not take away from the force of 
the argument* against conscription itself. 
It still remains an insult to every liberal 
principle, an addition to the State fly Mem 
of education of the mom undesirable kind. 
So the problem expands into one which 
embraceh rhe whole trend towards mill* 
tarixaliun because uf the continual threat 
of war. 

Those who recognize rhe basic un- 


desirabiluy ol military conscription ought 
not to surrender their feelings to what is 
called practical necessity. It is nol only 
basically immoral in do so, but the sur¬ 
render is to the alleged practical necessity 
for military resistance—in short, to accept 
in advance yet another world war. 
Bertrand Russell has already accepted this 
prospect. He may hide behind such 
chimera# as a ‘preventive show of force’', 
or even that hoary old veteran, the war 
to end war. Not even the chance of 
"third time lucky” can make people 
swallow that onc- 

Rttssd! an illustration 

Russell's position however typifies that 
of ihe ami-conscriptionist who has no 
social outtook beyond the hope of piece¬ 
meal reforms, And it is all the more 
penetrating a lesson in that Russell was 
an a mi-war advocate in 19H-I8 who 
served considerable terms of imprisonment 
for his views* His conversion to what 
could justly be called warmongering illus¬ 
trates the truth that if you accept the 
world and society av it is, and accept the 
reformist way of striving to better it bit 
by bit, without any radical destruction of 
its main features such as unequal sodal 
classes, the sanctity of property (whether 
private or etweec), and the production of 
goods for exchange rather than for need, 
then you must accept the necessity to 
fight wars for hypothetical ideologies and 
actual misery. 

The More Practical 
Alternative 

The alternative is to reject conscription 
became it ri unjust and morally repug¬ 
nant, to reject wars, social inequality, and 
the property system which obstructs pro¬ 
gress towards (he provision of material 
comfort for ulL The alternative, the con¬ 
structive alternative, ia to work for the 
social revolution, to further all those 
trends towards soda I justice, and to refuse 
one's participation in basically immoral 
acu urged upon in the name of 
practical nece&sily. 

In view of our considerable knowledge 
til what war involves, the revolutionary 
alternative will not perhaps seem as im¬ 
practical as it sounds. It is quite certain 
that the establishment of sodal justice, 
of the Mtdal revolution In this country 
would have u far more devastating effect 
upon ttiiMian imperial mu than any strong 
arm chow of force by British or American 
Impcrijtliym* 


e MUST It r si si ! 


O NCE again (he nut ions are pri’[Hiring for war* Before Ibe 
noise nf hflttk ilius nmiy* before lhe homeless and liisplueetl 
peoples of Europe nnd Asin itre provided with even the simple 
necessities of life, the grim ghiulovvs of wool her ghostly *1 niggle 
darken (his unhappy earth. 

The enemies of 1939-45 nre 
vanquished mul hui for the 
echoes aroused by trials of wiir 
erimimtls, wherein the victors 
satisfy their I us l for vengeance 
ittul strive to hide their own mis¬ 
deeds, the causes for which some 
20 millions perished would he 
forgotten. And well might they 
be forgotten, for the events since 
the end of the war have shown 
ell those win* wish to kcc how 
hollow was the mockery* how 
hideous the sham behind the 
parrot-phrases of the politicians, 
the exhortations of the back¬ 
room hoys. 

What price democracy to-day? Wlmt 
price Huh. freedom from fjnlh fear and 
want when in II World nf man-muck 
riiuriugc we nre conscripted for a new 
dDIttlMdon? Of course, the patriotic 
tender * find excuse «. They have u world 
to phi} with, li world divided up by 
frontier*, buy nod which, Hurl tell lift, 
dwell our enemies. those wicked men 
who'll steal our liberties—tin if were 
free nten, with liberties to la*c! 

Su. to prevent our main cement by 
pvnmvtiiid) else, our lender* enslave tin 
themselves* To rove m from tfitter, 

Glut reftill c its I lived usi to «ttvc tn from 
Stiil-in, Attlee cn-dnved us—-but who will 
save us from Churchill and Attlee? 


W|m wilt lire ol* our chains an that ivc 
nre free tn snvr fiursclvti from t> ranh 
everywhere? Who will prevent tin 
tyrant a from ho ring the power l» en¬ 
slave us? Will anybody? Anybody hot 
ourselves* that in? 

TKe question Hci|h the answer. No 
Lender will free us. for who eon be a 
lender over free men? No politician 
will save us. for politics is the science 
of iiimmiiuiil ami men who ore 
governed nre not free men mid lliosc 
who wait for H messitfh will wrtit info 
their grave* nod ibose who just don't 
pure arc ns good us dead anyvviiy. The 
man who lire* i* the complete man— 
the flliin who urn Id* eye mid hi* bruin 
nnd bis hand and his will mid hi* 
courage and who any* "NO'* when the 
saviour come* along with the shackle*. 

STRAWS IN THE WIND 

Mr. Vincent Tewsan, genera! secretary 
of the T.U.C., told a conf ere rice called by 
ibe Royal Arsenal Co-op Society yester¬ 
day that the Ship of State was making 
progress in spite of Heavy seas. 

"Anyone who attempts to tamper with 
the engines or to spread disaffection 
among the crew will be handled by the 
crew," he said. 

★ 

Mr. Chuter tide, the Home Secretary, 
said Lie nighi at Me Ik sham, Wilts*! "If 
miui*nat defence is necessary, rto lie man 
should be abtc to evade it. TT 

Reynold's Nttor, S/12/4S. 


The litivernmeol bus no nntodutr 
from the people to enforce ctmscriptinu. 
On (lie einilinn . ill the iriurth'ldnlc way 
wc have, wc have ihimn ihrm wp have 
no desire (u join their tigtiling force*■ 
The pull for voliinlitr} service ha* tuilecl 
hceniJif «r h«Vfl sliivett invcy mid if ihr 

Govern men I were rCfifescnlMtlvc if 
WQvId reeugnifre the will of the in »pli . 
Hut the IJ over nine Ml l* not rrpreiL'iifii • 
five and Ifn* un interest in the will nf 
the fienpk mul mu»t net .is cay 
mithnril v itimt aot—l»y he tiding the 
|Wtjp(r tn it* will. 

If I lie pcnpte bend nr hr-euk ihey have 
I he nisei ve* m hhume. fur Hie, arc the 
*trvogtli nf the world. Tiny ore the 
er pii tors uf wealth ( Hu builder* nf 
limin'* unit grower*, nf foi»d* Nat in 
the (lies nf government office** bot in 

the horn* I .. mul the herd-w on aVill 

«f rtie mfirkcrs lie* the Hveiiltti of lire 
world. If the pen pit' turreinler, fhnt 
we a ft h mill their live* nre tout nnd nc 
gn down !t> a ftiirh uge of lytpnnr nnd 
destruction. 

We must rc*i*t! We Ml IffT reniwtf 
On the steppe* of Rus*io mid tfle plniii* 
of Spain i on the prairie* of America 
nnd the rlce»f)eJdw of Ghhiui ill rhe 
teejiiing eiitP* everywhere the siruii^le 
muc be joined, the Mrumle of the 
people lignin*r I hr State, i lie inter¬ 
na riorm t stniffgle of (III- eofnniofi nuill fn 
win a wnrfd of ponce imd pfenty in the 
absence of jfoverimient imtl divi*ron* 

Refuse to fijht your brother worker 
■it the behest of yuur Government. 
Refuse m mid ytour mile tn the suietdal 
mndfiex* of politk-nl bmauy. Not 
Qipitii|j*ni nor f]nmrnuni*oi nor Fas¬ 
cism nor Hie State in any form, hut the 
road nf direct action to the free variety 
of world Anarchy. 

Thai is the path for free men. 


Our Record Against War 


T llh Anarchist record a eIcon otic of COfl^tmri jirtri-'iurJifumt 
urn/ tioft-wiir iicfivtfy. \\\- have been consistent Jigtiiittft con- 
*jcrip/ion since its first infiWuctiou. have not ^vifcIrcJ our “foie” 
in the middle of a tme JiJtc the Coiuiiiunr^f& or in uny ivny hcfi uycJ 
our principled like the Labour pofiiiriam. f/erc is fho proof, in 
quotations fount Audrclifol puhlicafionit during ut\d between tin 
fiv o world wars -—and we are already against the nc,u one, fool 


THE crime of crime* ha* been cum- 
* milted* mid I'Zngtiind is at Ivor. In 
view af the Government** foreign policy 
during il* whole existence, no one need 
feel surprised he Hi is. When it wu* icen 
(hut I lip imperialists in the Guhinct had 
the cant railing voice, and when Inter 
Churchill wa* made First Lord of the 
Admiralty* it became a certainly that in 
the next great struggle of the l .umpt un 
power*, Mnglmnl would he involved. To 
discus* I lie hidemis fnachiiuitiun* of 
international diplomacy* however* is 


The Late and the Profits 


T HE National Legal Scheme that the Govenundfit are contemplating on 
somewhat similar Buev ro the National Health Scheme id u das&k 
example o if Labour rcformi&m and as such is worthy of Biumion. I'Or thii* ih, 
after all, (he most that capitalism can offer; Sixial DemocrHcy t& doing tin best 
to make capitalism workable and ease its stringencies, and ouch fruits as this 
are not intended as temporary concessions or reform!. W r> n out of a biller 
struggle against the Government, but as the acme of the struggle, ihe (bings 
the labour movement has a I way fought for, the characteristics of the Promised 
Land, 


Such reforms cannot be opposed by 
the Tories in the same way as schemes 
fur nationalisation and for electoral 
purposes they arc hound to agree with 
them or even point out ihdr in- 
adequacies; although the unrepentant 
Right Wing continues to denounce 
such “pampering of the poor”, and 
will soon doubtless he echoing in all 
the newspapers how people are send¬ 
ing each oi her to prison in the same 
way as we have heard since the Health 
Scheme that everybody is getting free 
spectacles and having their teeth out 


unnecessarily. 

Like the Urulih Scheme, ihe Lcuul 
Scheme i*. founded on it peffoctly *ub- 
uaiial proniStf J nurm/ly Lhm u niiriortuoe 
I hui 4 111 1 y r •! u puimuhir perum ruig/n pi 
he met by toefety Whether ihi* I* ful¬ 
filled L quite another maueri but ihe point 
about bar i’i ihut thin h nttiJnijr li per¬ 
fectly avoidable misfortune. Ai, at 
course, up Mi u piiiui Is ill haihh; wlikii 
ifi t.diiwd hy poverty in the niimi, amt 
legal probtemfl wre caused »oteiy and 
cnurcly hv thr ludirial lyviem 

The only mm of the Legal .Scheme, 
thift pimuide of labour relortnisnii i« 
iioiely in ulleviaie Ihe muiur mhfbnune 
thctE is incurred by a Ullifflnt, whether 


flOcecttful or unsuccessful. It dues not 
limit the cnnrmmw feci that ftti* hands 
in the udiilinhlrallun of justice; hut ttini- 
ferN them, The guineii-n-mtmne Beotry 
in ■ nut ut Jose nity of their stilHiunibl 
pukinkvi It wmiltj Indeed he unlikely tor 
uny legislutiuti to he pasned urf«cdng 
lawyers adversely* since ihcy are liettet-- 
re|i resit tiled than arty nthcr iradir, pro- 
fendqn, Eridustry or racket in the I hmte uf 
i ..jmimri. Jin’ Legal Aid and Advice 
Hill widen* ilu* range of persons enfIliad 
to "I'uur pdrsuri'n Alii” ctiftffdemhly hui 
naiunilfy allow t the rich man to he able 
eh command Hie turvlce* of ihe ck pensive 
iawyefs, some of wlmm arc paid by the 
Suife to defend the poor man’s interest 
in Parliament Init spend a major part, ut 
their time defending the rich man’s 
imerevi in the l «w C.uuri*, 

1 1 will cull remain it crushing financial 
hluyir to he involved in any rivll sedan, 
und miLisEiu' will Mill he a lot chmmr 
iluiii any legal remedy euiilrl pn»oHv he, 
f Tierc will at 111 tcnmln the diilfnciton he- 
iween rich nnd povir In the matter of 
lolldiMi mul legal represcntaiinn in the 
criminal courts, since tlx police un arrest 
(Cotfcinnad on p*t* •< > 


worse than u■£>(?**. The (ilucoe of war 
bus iitleeliil all tile uatlmi*. mul Itfl 
hrvnth will spread dcatli und ile*truetiun 
im a fti'idv never *ecn hefwrv . . . ,\iid 
it i* I hi* urguniiiatitiii for profit uml 
plunder ihut modem Goveruntati serve* 
It i* iu mitnite tlieir monatrou* Creed for 
wcatlh anil luuvvr that ten niLltion*. of 
tin'll, wtlu ought 1o he ifuihcriuji bar* 
ml* limit ifii'ir dear anas will never 
luilc* nre thrown at cneii iilhiVi 
throat*. File their advantage the corn* 
lie Id* of 1'nrupr will lice o toe Hie amvr 
JTimll of the- ten* of tlimi*Until* who art* 
diiomnl tu die for n emme tliev tin not 
even under‘•land. 

—I-'rocdom. August, 111 I. 


/ '(INSCRIPTION U the eulmuioiing 
^ J piiioi nl the ullaak on tin f*n 
(dpL tiii '. ti hit'll the people had gained hi 
gaiierntliHiH id strttilgla agutu*! llieir 
rulors. Till’ filter hud iktiule these eoll- 
ouMplahN In times of (Hipufor moll, hui 
lint I itlwtn* oral ted fur the ilu> when 
the>- could lake them hook *■ y«sin* Ihe 
ii ot ha* gtvep them the oppurttaiJi y, 
mul rimn it hogou they liitve etui he il 
free duo ■ of tin- From* trail *peeeb*. iind 
freailoui from arbitrary arrest , . , I hi* 
|„ im ill root result of the icrvUlty of 
i lo peaplu< who of meant jear* have 
begun to look on H(o State as their 
itnoriliuii iini!> I iMUdoUS lit ih> Hiiiirt" for 
i lo ir welfare. Klmkefpeure sums up the 
nituiiiiiiii very nlvvty In "Joliu* (jU'sar'% 
w here hu atslui Gdiijui WH— 

**Aml why nhimlil Crttsitr he o tyrmit 
I lie ti? 

Finir in j in I I knnw* he WStlll aol hv 
ii iinlft 

Hut that lie «eaHi the Kuiiiiitis arc hut 
nlwu|i. f< 

—i r roediHM* Mur eh* 1916. 


A GAIN ilie Kuropeun ‘ikj- in Mm I, mul 
J 1 *ini*tcr with tmpepdlng war. The 
power* thut braatbe war uml (hair allien 
who j!mw rich mi the implements of 
death ii ml de*1 ruction am nfnin ecBl- 
[leiing with each. The ary for iiritin- 
(iienti* mure deailly iNiieliinc*i more 
dev.ivl o(in£ cxpfoiive*. greilier nnni* 
power, ii mightier novy, agaiii rend rlo 
uir. The *hihholet(i« Ihi'il in the hint 
world onntlu drat Ifni In deceive the 
nuniftc* are mjuiti to nerve the war- 
nioitgcr* of tu-dny in their vocim piracy to 
lend ihc maun tn ^liindhier. “The War 
tti end War*'" “The Wjir for Itcnm- 
iifrLicy,*^ Whul a lying face Wa* fiiddeii 
under the hiilcimn msik of ilenmemei. 

Spain and ifte World t Nfay* 

★ 

\y/ARS between eatiitaliil nations arc 
'' fnu if hi to in f canard ilkgnt eon- 
i]iii’*(* from being et»iMpntra*| hy other 
nioruoiler*. The next war, we repent, 

und will repent unfit our voice is trifled 
h*. Hue force* of law nod order* wilt not 
he a wor for "{feiHoerucy n|fciiii«t 
Fascism** for democracy does imi exist 
ii oiler 4!n jiilatlsm* 

ffcroli, 1 May 1st* l *>*A*>* 


^THKHUGltOUT flu btflllgennl vnun- 
l Irie* then an thaie who would 
rush la il efe nil (heir own chains with mil 
iieu waiting to lie inmncriplcd (at (tie 
hritimdiiil id Hie war, ill IcdfctE) S|J|| 
there is (onlay liitle aiitlmriastn hnr con¬ 
script ed workers go all like liimhs In (lie 
thing hi cr+ 

There *i ill rcmnin others who are not 
funded hi the old diljotl* a( “saving 
Dviltuvraev'* nr *‘tfefemling the I-other- 
IiiiliI" niid who are mmioveil hy freurh'd 
und repratvil uppeuF« to fiutrial ism, 
naHtntfd hoiunir o* uther fake idants* 
For these the oai'siiou is, not liow hesi 
to nerve their f im i-r»im'tif hnl haw best 
they i'ii11 serve their ff/rt.i*, mul himinnity 
itself. 

The AnarahUt* believe, of course* 
Hint thrre is one way In uliieU war, 
eapitalisiii, fusel sin, nnd imperialism van 
he uue rl* vanquished, mid that In hy 
a ItbartaVbn revolution—for only hi 
aver Hi row ol AI I government * will 

f f'onr Eh ni'tf un pu^c 4 ) 
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Two Controversies on Sex 


I N i nr f is* Hi* of October JOfli ive pri»k'J it rev ten of N timber 2 
1 *if the Jmirruil tif Se\ Education, cdjfetf by Nfirmun Ifairc. 
The revicu er, John fieivefcton, referred hack to the World l.rngttv 
f *r S%;xtt:tl R *rarjji u hid) WiM diesoIvciJ after disntfrcvntcttt he* 
Iivcon its two prdfidcnfa, Doctors If tun* and Lcnnhuvh* r»u l/ie 
quc*fion of ftoJiifc jrf effiitarijQw. 

We here keen very pleased in receive 

a Ki:ru nr norman hawk. 


Di ,%i So. 

I he very (dwrmi* revive til lire 
October issue tif I he Jeurttal of Sex 
Educatum. in your lone nl Octojbor "lOih* 
hnF nnly |uit corns. TO ttiv nutite, ijftd T 
teci that ilie rilete lo the difference 
of Hj iniwn beiwerii Dr, I ainhuch mid 
mvu a )f* reform! u> in your review, nrul 
also in Keith's Sexual Revolution, calls 
for tome comment. 

Hie World League for S.miuI Reform 
vi^ founded by Pr, ltincMdd* who was 
tt> President* flltd only utter some years 
Whtfi ,t Prac&idtum of three—Dr Hirich- 
leld, mvscll and Pr. Lcurthach appointed. 
At Hirfchtchi - death* Lcunbach nnd mv- 
self rammed co-F resident*. Lcunbaeh 
was of opinion that it was impossible to 
achieve the sexual reforms ai which the 
League aimed, unless it tied itself up with 
Communism, He was at that time an 
ardent Communist. 

I had never belonged to any political 
parry. 1 believed iJtau the sexual reforms 
vve aimed at would be easier of achieve- 
meni in a Carnmumat Society, because the 
Communist revolution in Russia had been 
lotlmved by such reforms, Rut, in spite 
of this, l was unwilling to tic up the 
W.L.SiC with the panics of the Left, 
for two reasons, Firstly, Hirnchfdd had 
made it quite clear, from the very begin- 
ninp. thii the W,L .S K had not, and 
shbultf * 1 tjot have, tmy political colouring. 
Most id the enrlv literature connected 
with t]/e WX.S.R. lud disappeared, but 
1 remember dittincily tint some of u 
stated quite explicitly that the League was 
nut echnedej with cuiy political party, 
and would accept co-operation from, and 
give co-op; ration u\ any individuals or 
bodies who put kirward protects for re¬ 
forms that the l eague wav striving for, 
irrespective of the political views of there 
individuals or bodies. 

1 fell that Hintchfdd's policy should be 
the permanent policy oi the w.L.SJL 

Secondly, 1 fell that the League had 
quite enough eppo&iiiou to face from 
those who disapproved of the sexual 
reforms w^ advocated, without arousing 
further opposition on political grounds, 
Indeed, ihb had been Hir-;ebteld*s 
reason for hh decision that the League 
should not lie iucll up with party 
politics. 

I Have said that 1 believed that the 
reforms we aimed at would be more 
easily readied in a Communist Society, 
because we had the example of Soviet 
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Russia before u%. But Inter experience 
hiv- shown that post Am ii not necessarily 
profit tr Am, for practically ill of the 
■*<lvuii] reform'' which hid followed the 
Revolution in Russia* were wept c way in 
th; middle thirties, It in vefy difficult 
to e,ti any reliable information about 
marriage, divorce, contraception, abor¬ 
tion, sexual abnormalities* or any other 
matter* in the sexual sphere, in present- 
day Soviet Russia! and current rumoiirs 
are unreliable, bcei||»e they may emanate 
from fanattoil Russophobes or equally 
fanatical RussnphiJea, or from people 
without prejudice cuhcr wuy who are 
' mpty iff-informed. Rut there seems to 
be no doubt that most of the reform*! 
have bien swept itway. and n good deal 
of reason for believing that, ut least in 
wne way*, the pendulum ha* swung so 
htr in the nppnsiie direction that in the 
vie’# of those who shared the aims of the 
V’.L.S R.. ihc present state of sexual 
1 brrty in Soviet Russia i^ worse than it 
was before the Revolution. 

So thor one can no longer believe that 
the nex rcfwtm wc aimed ut would neces- 
srrllv he easier of attainment in u Com 
mutrat Society. Indeed, one is struck 
by the fact that, in England, it was, the 
panics of the Right, and not the portio 
"T the l.eft, which were month- sym- 
pntJu'iw to the Birth Control movement. 
1 he Labour Party does not seem to have 
bet; n very helpful fit all. Dr. Edith 
SummcrsKill, in her early dim, wm & 
m litnnt advocate of Birth Control, and 
veiv progressive in her attitude to *ex 
rcfomii But, since she became a 1 about 


M.P. she ha* remained remarkably silent 
about Mich problem*, and, if one did not 
rmemhcf her earlier activities, one mtght 
i m /. r.; that 'he had never heard ihc 
wordi Birth Control at u II 

In the lively imeren which la currently 
being shown in the question of lood *hurt- 
*ge and avcr-populaikm. Dr, Dalton it, 
*■0 far I know, the only member of 
the Labour Parry who has had the 
courage to *tatc publicly that England is 
over-populated and would benefit by 
sending large numbers of emigrant* to 
oiher part* of the Commonwealth. 

I do not be long, and never have be- 
Rmiref, to any political party, The world 
fuo always v«tned to me to be a pretty 
tvd mcjw Many people lav the blame for 
this on the parties of the Right, which 
have, until recently, been in power And 
all sorts of pcopk assure me that the 
cure L*r the trouble lie* in the panic* of 
the Left, The Socialist advocate* 
S-mylimv, the t A'mntunjst Cimmumim, 
the Anarchist Anarchism. nd so on 
Each one think* he has a panacea, and 
1 really do not feel competent in dfckxwe 
between them Within my own very 
limited field of knowledge J think 1 am 
iinuiuallv knowledgeable and competent, 
but outside that limited sphere 1 am 
extraordinarily stupid, inept, and ignor¬ 
ant. I have never been able to learn to 
knock a nail mto the wall nr drive a 
car, or u* determine the right* or wrongs 
uf political views. I see no reason to 

suppose that Sodalms, Catintuitlm, 
Anarchist* or any other inis would make 
Irn til a mess tltHii the other parties have 
iunde, nnd, until someone persuades me tu 
the lunirary, J prefer, on the whole, the 
devil l know to ihe devil 1 don't know 
So it seems io me that J can best serve 
the t nmtmtmiy hy keeping my nose out 
of polities, which 1 don‘i understand, and 
keeping it close to the grindstone rn my 
own sphere, which I Jo un den land. 

Norman H stm . 

President, Sea Education Soclery. 

Idimr. Journal of Sc\ tuf unit ton 


1 ,\ our Ltsf ivAue (2/ th N m cnihcr J ne _ 

. Torn Gibson of Ain Comfort's book Bjr»>..r«n, -n.l s 
Freedom, published by Frwlom ftm tony l.ih«»n 
the hook is "reactionary in its main tendency . 

IVc arc very planted to be nhlo «• publish nebov. 

A RFPI.Y «V If FA COMFORT. 

1 WAS .m rn.r«W«d in Ton, JiBrr, ft»m >hr !««!.«„ 

‘ Cjih«»it*s ooit»AMnt« but I rmi*l drpre- 


Ctstc I I r in i t of the mtrrpn:imioM» hv 
plpco sin ms bfflok—la purtieulKr, 1 
spevihvwlts slated lliaf the balance of 
rviifrttre suggest* that plt msnld ea- 
peris-nev short af lntcrcour»r i* hciw* 
tiviol rut her tlmn hartiifut* If iht* »efc 
mi u>, I as mild hnnlls his? adsised it 
a* firirt of troiil cdumtfofit Hi* *ng- 
tfitioti |hat such forms of rsprrieiwfr 
i mill Iwft to uno anted prvgmiiics i* 
also contrail to the evidmec winch I 
yuntcil. Nf« data for other com- 
miifiitir* mas, of course, oonlifs this 
vita. 

The term re act ii mar* seem* to me 
memtiaglc** in this AmntrKt. kX here the 
orthtHlov moralit* ha* sanction in 
Ai’itntifif fact, I will tuppift in «here 
it has not* a new ntnralti* mn*t be 
desi*cd uhieh has. In no ease hose I 
nth nrated the coerckMl of those w hu do 
not accept ms nsn cimchisions, is loch, 
like other* <»f this t* |*e, are likcls to hr 
ETtodifred vers s*idr|s in th> light of 
further Lnn»* ledge. Si stnuM sure I* he 
anomnlnM if a p*srhnh*gisl «ere l« 
refrain From ads ■■r uling an* line of con- 
tlnef because such a Hoc h«* been mho* 
eafed in the past upon «r»n< prrmin-*. 

Freedom to experiment in seumlifs 
n-gari1|c** of the eonscipirnce* to others. 


sir 

curie 

P*v 


TO drink K*ol instead of 
it j* hound to inrnlst 
other than CM** s»**n. It 
that its jmrtsihtliI *‘ ** a fundanuot u . 
er|ith»n of anarchism. The dcci*,.,., , 
or against a gisen line of rundiK! , 

| si,nikl have mM, be based <*n 

mrnt *»f rcieniific e> idvoev, si*cJi 
has* attempted In gise. M» re «mi*, i 
e*tending such tip** of e*Hufuci 
ad* m*liled to (hstssr «ha have m» „ 
In ftputiif a fajnils is that their *%» - 
in the present of coutr t., ( ■ 

k mm ledge* are unNkeJs to h, fulf-M, 
Freedom lo produce ill-hi alth in i <. 
it closely similar fi* the fntdiMn <* i, 
IHiliiical frailer* enjo* tu eiHin IrNn, 
men. or that of an indisidoal ti> 
hit neighbour I would he lh* ■ 
person to demand tmifertmli 
duct, but then is nothing m lih. rf.- 
social ideas in present the ad*< 
of a parlis'uJar serve* of »iitn | 
The obicetjon to condo* i beeauu it 
orfhtidos seem* to me as insatid *• t 
objection that if is unorlhiMju*. 1 1 
esidenve of Its effect is Ihr oul* 
lerinn. While therefore, future n 
mas *ho** Tons fsibson to h* rig In 
could accept hi* coiicJusiou*. Jn»i ,, < 
unde rising attitude. 

ALEX CDMFnK f 


well icquaimed with Hyndrmn but never 
really made frierult with WiJliam .Vlorm, 
Perhap* Hy ndman'v Alabhling in I cirri gn 
politic« drew them togeiher, whilst the 
unf»Uc ifiteteiti tif Morris may have 
mode him Iwnk small in the eye> of 
Kropotkin* who in thoic year* was g 
greater revolutionary riguriit than he at 


As it vraa, both sec 
and did is* even after 
League had become quit 
the exception o( IX ilhan 
Lomradei* at Hamni'crsn: 
tike (he gr* 

the branches of the I e, 
cessation of ihc C$nu 


Murr 


TIi* Early »ays of !< ItHKIkOll 


Freedom and the .dnjreAuf wictYtaeiu in England are ofttn a 
smnewbar Hank pagt to ihmt trAo AiIpc become andtehiiti m reemr ycarr in IV 26 . 
on The fortieth mnivertary of the first fiuHumwn of Freedom. Max \-trtfju, the 
industrious historian of the nun cmcm , uttou an interesting mticU on tht i iuBfdt t. and 
tee reproduce here a section u-hLh seems to us to give an txceUmi mmmia-y of thr* 
chapter in Anarchist history,} 


A MARCH ISM in England—unknown 
in the r 70'$ f when all the links eon- 
nectmg stum 1 men in earlier years with 
the idea, 1 ! of Josiah Warren, the American 
Individualist Anarchist, had been broken 
—rose from three main sources in the 
first half of the '80s, The first Socialist 
propagandists—the men of the open-air 
mceungis, the leaflet propaganda, and the 
lectures all over "Red London” (the 
Radical clubs, etc,)—came m contact in 
the International Chib, at the Revolution¬ 
ary Congress of July, 1881* and elsewhere, 
with some early Socialists, Chartists, and 
O'Brkmtcs, still sturdy men then; with 
French refugees of the Commune, Ger¬ 
man refugees, the comrades uf Must and 
Neve, of the Fret he it, and with Mala test a 
and other Italians, Whilst most of them 
remained Social Democrats or Revolmion¬ 
ary Socialists, a few looked farther ahead 
and arrived at Anarchism by the natural 
process of logical thinking. Wishing to 
obtain the complete realisation of Social¬ 
ism, they saw the inevitability of the 
Social Revolution, the need for solidarity 
and federation, thr struggle against 
Authority in, all its forms, and [he fallacy 
of Parliamentary methods and State 
Socialism, and they became virtual Anar¬ 
chists, whether they used this word or 
not. Joseph Lane explained these ideas 
in hi$ "Ami-Statist, Collectivist and 
Revolutionary Manifesto” of 1887, the 
first English Anarchist pamphlet. Sam 
MamwcirinE was another of these early 
Anarchists whose ideas later on attracted 
some of the provincial comrades, the 
most active of whom in those years 
was Fred Charles, then in Norwich. The 
ideas of ihc<w: men were no doubt leas 
elaborated theoretically than those of the 
Continental Anarchists of the Rdvofrt 
group, but I hey were thorough-going 
popular revolutionists and less separated 
from realities than some of the keener 
theorists. 

A second impulse was given by 
Benjamin R. Tucker's Liberty (Boston), 
first published in 1881. This paper 
necessarily created the impression with 
English reader* ihat only Individualist 
Anarchism was real Anarchism In those 
days Tucker's paper expressed symparhy 
with the Russian revolutionary struggle, 
then at it* height (the killing of 
Alexander It in 1881), and Tucker had 
the excellent idea io translate Bakunin's 
God and the State (Boston, 1883). Henry 
Seymour issued copies of this with a local 
title {Tunbridge Wells, 1883), and the 
pamphlet was width circulated and made 
many readers see more clearly, eliminat¬ 
ing the God and State illusions which 
early surrounding* and education creaie 
in most of us. 

The third impulse came from thought¬ 
ful readers of Lhc Revaltr who accepted 
completely Peter Kropotkin's Anarchist 
Communist ideas as elaborated in that 
paper mainly since i S 8 D. Mrs. Chorloue 
M. Wilson was one of these, and the first 


careful expouiinni of Communist Anar¬ 
chism can be found in a few early 
number* of Justice, the organ of ihc 
SodaLDerooamtic Federation, and even 
in one uf the earliest Fabian Tract* 
(No, 4 . The declaration of the Atur- 
cbiffi nn trial nt Lyam—many French 
comrades and Peter Kropotkin—in Jan¬ 
uary* 1883 , was issued as a I rail let by 
the international groups. This trial at¬ 
tracted general attention, as Kropotkin 
was well-knciwn then in England for his 
personal qualities and his scientific work, 
■.uid also for bis agitation for Russian 
freedom by many lectures (1881-82) and 
in the Newcastle Chranurie and the 
monthly reviews. This led to many in¬ 
quiries about Anarchism, and Eiitbfe 
Red us wrote Anarchism by mi Anitrchist 
U>F the Coni ctriporary Review (1885), the 
first of these fine magazine articles, of 
which Kropotkin wrote so many for the 
Nines cent h Century. 

When Kropotkin settled in England in 
the early months of 1886, after three years 
of French prison, Mrs, C, M. Wilson and 
other English Communist Anarchists be¬ 
gan to work with him, and the group was 
formed which in the autumn of that 
vear founded Freedom and was henceforth 
known as the Freedom Group. At first 
Henry Seymour offered them the use of 
the Anarchist as thdr propagandist paper* 
and this offer was accepted and operated 
for a few months. But no real harmony 
ever existed, and this induced the group 
to publish a paper devoted entirely to 
Communist Anarchist ideas* namely 
Freedom (October, 1886). 

In 1&86, the Socialist League—founded 
December, 1884—still cotuamed William 
Morris, Edward Carpenter, and many 
members under the spell of that free and 
beautiful Socialism which these men so 
well understood how^ to expound amidst 
everyday ugly life. There were also revo¬ 
lutionary Socialists of whom Frank Kitz 
was a characteristic type; Anarchist? like 
Joseph Lane and Sam Main waring^ the 
few English Marxists* the Avdings, 
Belfort Bax, and other*; some Trade 
Unionists, like Binning; and still more 
moderate Socialist retisrmm—all propa¬ 
gating their ideas within (he League. 

They were united for a common 
protest, voiced in the address ,k To 
Socialists" (December, 1884), against the 
ideas, tu dies and various personal traits of 
H. M. Hynthmn and his followers, and 
founded the Socialist League and the 
Cpwrofuntt'rof. But each section kept their 
own opinions, and very soon three main 
currents appeared; that of Morris and hi* 
friends, that of the revolutionary Social¬ 
ists and Anarchists, and that of the 
.Marxists and rcfunnisls. The first two 
crirrents prevailed* and in the Spring of 
Iflft?* the Marxists left. 

Most of this Kropotkin must have 
known in 188n* for he had passed many 
months of 1881 and 1882 in England* and 
♦nrnchow it came about that he was very 


least appeared to be in Urer yenra; he did 
nut change, but he wat leu paiskmxte. 
These urcumsianctt, and no doubt the 
presence of the Mirxisu m the League, 
probably explain why the Freedom Group 
did ru>t cure to enter itiln relation* with 
the Socialist l-esguc* n fact inevitable 
perhap*. but regrettable, fur in JR8fi and 
188? the League caaLtincd the? very bext 
Socialist dements of the time* nwn who 
hud deliberately rejected Parliamentarism 
and ref or mi in 1 , and win? worked for the 
splendid free Conuntinism uf William 
Morns or for broadminded revolutionary 
Anarchism, If Kropotkin's experience 
and ardour had helped ibis movement, we 
might say today Kropotkin and William 
■Morris* as we sav Hlisee Rcdus and 
Kropotkin. Unfortunately* we cannot say 
40 . * There was a latent lack of sympathy 
between the Anarchist* of the League and 
those of the Freedom Group in those 
early years; the latter were believed by 
the former to display some sense of 
superiority * being in possession of de¬ 
finitely elaborated Communist Anarchist 
theories. They concentrated their energies 
on theoretical propaganda* whilst the revo- 
lutbumti of the League endeavoured be¬ 
fore all to reach the people and to pro¬ 
mote popular action. If both effort* had 
been co-ordinated, a much stronger move¬ 
ment would have been treated. 


summer of IfFM, followed by 
months’ interruption of Freedom earlv 
1895, the remnant of the Cflffiiw- 
Group ironed the Freedom tiroup, . 
Freedom, restarted in May, 189$, K 
and has remained the prinupul End 
Ana re hi tt organ 

Freedom had the good foriune to h i 
careful, patient and modest editors, 
and women—Mr*. ( M Wibt ri 
Alfred Me rah ebr typical of them—wlv 
kept the paper on a high level* nmm: 
being always fair* gentle, and courtc . 
and striving to introduce beauty and hur 
m‘my into ihe exposition of Amrcln 
No violent polemics, no per tuna) Mr. 
nothing ugly and trivial will by found in 
the rminv pagei of Freedom, ser up K 
compos iton, mostly comrades* wbn 

worked often under the *rmt of real tv 
hard drcuinstanccn Vm lew papers m- 
ritird so much "is rhe beauties uf Anar¬ 
chism, working by fair reasoning, and 
avoiding all exasperating rhnistoJngv 
Somehow* after u il* betittei all ihc help 
given by Kropotkin to ihr paper from 
1886 to the Autumn oi |til4. uhidi saw 
die death ^ol Alfred Mar?h and the out¬ 
break of the War* the example of William 
Mdrri*. his love of a beuulifyJ Irre 
Sodlnli sm* ban left lit mark on Freedom 
io thin very day. 

M. Nettlm 


A Lesson for the 

'FORCES OF FREEDOM 


A 600-psge book oa the Sacco and 
" Vanzeiti case has recently been pub¬ 
lished in America * and though copies 
are not available in thii country* Y« from 
two reviews we have read in the New 
York Times and the NT Herald Tribune 
this is an important volume, and shows 
what a deep impression the case of these 
two Italian anarchists has left on the 
social conscience of the United States. 

On the legal side of the case which is 
exhaustively desit with, the jV.V\ Herald 
Tribune reviewer writes: “Few people to¬ 
day still believe that Sacco and Vanzetti 
were proved guilty of murder* and there 
should be fewer still after the coldly dis¬ 
passionate examination of the record by 
Professor Morgan* who sums up the 
evidence of their guilt as "a mass of misty 
doubts’. He bolds that counsel for the 
defence, in the early stages, hopelessly 
mismanaged their case; also that the 
prosecution was guilty of "monstrous 
misconduct**; lLm the record shows the 
trial judge 1 "stupid** in court and so pre¬ 
judiced outside court and that he is un¬ 
likely to have concealed his bias from the 
jurors; that the jurors rendered a verdict 
‘contrary lo the great weight of the 
evidence’; that die Supreme judicial Court 
of Massachusetts, bound by the code of 
the time—the Legislature has since 

changed that code—limited iuelf strictly 


* THE LEGACY OF SACCO AND 

I 'ANZETTl. By G. Louis Joughin and 
Edmund M. Morgan. Hor court. Brace. 
5<#8 page*, S6 + 


to review the law on the assumption that 
law* can be separated from ‘facts’* and 
that the report of the Advisory Commitcee 
headed by the late President Lowell is 
not a cojivindng document'. In rum, *lhc 
defendants had it trial according to ail 
the forms of the law, bm it was not a 
fair trial*/* 

In the study of the social background, 
Mr. Joughin analyses 144 poems, six 
plays and eight novels on the Sacco 
Vanzctti theme. All of them report: Not 
guilty. And the reviewer concludes: 
*‘fn all the literary harvest of the rase— 
and it includes such names as Dos 
Passes* Millay* DeVom, H. G- Wells, 
Upton Sinclair, Farrell, Maxwell Ander¬ 
son and Thurber—norlimg is more im¬ 
pressive and convincing ihan Vanzem’s 
own letters. They arc already in the 
anthologies. They will survive both 
hysteria and legal and sociological 
analysis," 

Just before being electrocuted, Vanreni 
declared: ‘What I wish more than all in 
this last hour of agony is that our case 
and our fate may be understood in their 
real being and serve as a tremendous 
lesson to the forces oi freedom—so Lhat 
our suffering and death wfU not have been 
in vain ** 

And, indeed* though 21 years have 
passed* the names of Sacco and Vanrctti 
live on, and perhaps ihr dwindling 
■‘forces of freedom*’ have learned some¬ 
thing from ihc *ufTcrmg& of the anarchist 
shoe-maker and fish-pvdlar, 

V.R, 
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A SYNDICALIST CONFERENCE IN PARIS 


Revolutionary syndicalists w ill be m- 

lercsted in a National Conference of 
Autonomous Syndicates which «* heldin 
Paris on the 19th and 20th November. 
One of the objectives of this conference 
was w study the possibilities of agreement 
between the National Federation of 


TBHOlJtiH 

THE 

PRESS 


answer to 

SEGREGATION 

In Austin, Tex., boogie-beating pianist 
Hazd Scott, flounced out on a scheduled 
concert before a segregated audience of 
4.900. Said she; "Why would anyone 
come to hear me, a Negro, and refuse to 
sit beside someone just like me?” 

Time, 29/11/48, 

SMALL 

COMPENSATION ! 

A 22-ycar-old sanitary' engineer, 
Anthony Millar, of Cbingford (Essex), 
was freed at Stratford court yesterday 
after a month in custody on a burglary 
charge, 

A second man, charged at another 
court for another later crime cleared him. 

For his month's detention, Millar was 
awarded £5 5s. costs. 

News Chronicle, 25/I1/4S. 

APING RUSSIA 

An elaborate series of honorary titles 
for diligent workers and peasants has been 
drafted by the Legislative Committee of 
the Yugoslav Parliament. 

Five titles will be bestowed on peasants 
according to their merits, the draft law 
said. The first four of these titles, in 
order of ascending importance, will 
he: “Deserving Agri ail rural Worker”} 
“Deserving Agricultural Worker and 
Member of a Co-operative”; "Dis¬ 
tinguished Agricultural Worker and Mem¬ 
ber of a co-operative of the People’s 
Republic”, and "Distinguished Agricul 
tural Worker and Member of a Co¬ 
operative of the Federal People's Republic 
of Yugoslavia”. 

The fifth and highest title for peasants 
will be given to “those who distinguish 
themselves by applying a gro-technical 
measures or who, by special measures, 
achieve higher production in quantity and 
quality”. These peasants will be named 
“Fighters for Higher Production”. 

Similar honours for industrial workers 
were outlined by the drafL law. In order 
of ascending merit they are: “Shock 
worker”; “Leader of Socialist Labour”; 
“Distinguished Leader of Socialist 
Labour”, “Hero of Socialist Labour of 
the People's Republic”, and (the highest 
honour)) “Hero of Socialist Labour in the 
Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia”. 

The titles arc intended to give peasants 
and workers "visible signs of recognition 
for their enthusiastic work". According 
to the importance of their tides, recipients 
will also get "medals of labour” and 
"other privileges” which were not 

* perilled. 

N.Y Herald Tribune, 18 / 11 / 48 , 

VOTE— WHAT FOR? 

Ae a meam of increasing the vote in 
national elections. New York's Democratic 
Representative, Arthur G. Klein, proposed 
a $30 income-tax deduction for every 
voter who casts his ballot. 

Of the nation's 95 million eligible 
voters, only 50% wem io the polls on 
Election Day. Comparable figures from 
post-war elections abroad: Britain, 73%; 
Sweden, 8(1%; Italy, 92%; France, over 
80%. 

Time f 29/11/4$ 

HUNGARIAN PURGE 

The doyen of the Communists in 
Hungary, Professor Lukasz, recently de¬ 
clared: “What wc arc doing is not to 
transform the old culture* but to create 
an entirely new one/' The introduction 
of the new culture has been accompanied 
by a large number of pensioning*, dis¬ 
missals expulsions, and arrests. A trial 
of nearly 100 officials in the Ministry of 
Agriculture has been going on for weeks. 
Twelve high officials In the Ministry of 
Finance have lost their jobs, while the 
Ministry of Justice has published a Inf 
of 110 judges and public prosecutors dis¬ 
missed and 67 transferred, a number 
which constitutes 10 per cent, of the 
lotah 

Two hundred out of 70U employers in 
the Ministry of Industry have been fired. 
Eighteen hundred professor* have been 
retired or transferred from the University 
of Agricultural Science, while five in the 
facuhy of law have been pensioned and 
four have left the Academy of Music. 
Inside the political parties the new broom 
is also at work. The Communists have 
dosed their lists for six months, and a 
thorough examination of the party is 
going on in the Peasant Party and as 
many as 10,000 of its 18,000 members in 
Budapest have already been expelled, 

Worldover Press, 5 / 11 / 48 . 


Autonomous Syndicates and the minority 
movement* of the CG.T. (the French 
T.U.C.), of Force Ouvriere and the 
G.N.T. (the French revolutionary syn¬ 
dicalist organisation). The C.N.T. pro¬ 
posal that an organisation embracing all 
syndicalist sections of the working class, 
with the exception of those controlled by 
politicians, should he formed was rejected. 
A resolution was adopted instead which 
called for the “creation of o Committee 
of syndicalist action including the 
Autonomous Federation, the- minority 
Force Ouvricrc, C.N.T,, the minority 
C.G.T., and the autonomous group 
TEcole Emancipec' Other syndicalist 
organisations could join which subscribed 
to the Amiens Charter.” 


“Against authoritarian government. 
Against military service. 

For the rights of colonial peoples to 
five their own lives , 

For an international association of 
workers, whatever their race or 
language. 

Against Russian, American and all 
other imperialisms/* 

Commenting on the Conference, our 
Paris contemporary Le Libertaire 
(26/11/48), regrets that the C.N.T. pro¬ 
posal was not accepted and whilst fearing 
that this Committee will suffer from the 
usual weakness one expects from such 
organisms, it is nevertheless felt that the 
conference has made the first important 
step. 


CHINA & GREECE 


The continued failure of die Chinese 
Nationalists to hold North China has 
given point to some observations of the 
Clark report to the American Senate 
Appropriations Committee. American aid 
has hitherto been simply wasted, and the 
report declares that “piecemeal aid will no 
longer save China from falling to Com¬ 
munism. It is now an all-out programme 
or none.” But other critics point out 
with increasing insistence that what really 
cripples American aid is the continued 
bolstering up of reactionary and dis¬ 
credited cliques. And this is true of 
Greece, where British and American 
army officials regretfully say that however 
deplorable a military dictatorship may 
seem, there appears to be no other altern¬ 
ative. It must be remarked that the 
Russian aid is more effectively" used by 
the so-called rebels in Greece and the 
Communists of North China because it is 
administered by what amounts to a 
military dictatorship. Yet even when such 
regimes are established (as in Chiang Kai- 
shek's China) they are rendered ineffective 
by their support for outworn landlordism 
and corrupt officialdom. The same pat¬ 
tern is shown in the Ruhr where the 
Americans have sought to re-in state the 
German capita lists. 

Both in America and China the more 
realistic of American or pro-American 
observers urge the necessity of an agricul¬ 
tural and administrative policy more pro¬ 
gressive than the Russians\ Actually, 
however, it appears that the progressive 


reforms of the Communists are backed by 
the kind of force which silences critics 
and by destroying or threatening to destroy 
opposition secures the apathetic "support” 
of the population. The effect of such 
agrarian reforms, whether enforced by the 
Russians or proposed by American pub¬ 
licists is to make for more efficient ad¬ 
ministration; but it does not lift much 
burden from the backs of the workers and 
peasants. 

Their position is well illustrated by 
Greece, where the local populations have 
learned a prudent apathy. Support for 
Lhe rebels cams a firing squad at the 
hands of the Government's forces, while 
rebels punish those who have talked to 
the UNO commission. The success of 
either side would offer little to these 
people caught between the jaws of rival 
power blocs far beyond their shores. The 
situation cannot be much otherwise in 
China, and Berliners probably recognize 
only too well the deadly and demoralizing 
necessity for prudence—did they not know' 
it well enough under the Nazis? 

In the last issue of Freedom a parallel 
was drawn between China and Spain, 
This pattern of civil war directed from 
foreign capitals i$ evidently basic to our 
time. As the revolution is the chief threat 
to this pattern so the pattern itself is the 
current mode of undermining a develop¬ 
ing or an actual revolutionary situation. 
It provides a formidable problem for 
revolutionary men and women to grapple 
with. 


WORLD GOVERNMENT 
AND PLACE 

The "citizen of the world”, Garry 
Davies, continues to get publicity for his 
world government idea, and, judging by 
press reports of his most recent demonstra¬ 
tion,—a growing number of militant 
supporters. 

Hb latest attempt to make the politi¬ 
cians see reason was at a session of U.N, 
General Assembly at the Palais Chaillot 
in Paris, From the balcony he cried out: 
*T want to speak for lhe people/' "Can 
I speak for the people?” 

Cheers broke out from Davis sympa¬ 
thizers. Noises of general confusion and 
excitement were emitted by the audience 
and delegates in general. Dr. Evatt 
banged his gavel. This and a few sour 
comments from the platform were heard 
in a B.B.C. recording. 

Meanwhile, on the opposite side of the 
hall, a young man jumped up and 
delivered a duplicate message in French. 
He was able to complete his performance 
before the police ejected him. 

The press was later supplied with a 
duplicated sheet containing the short 
speech Garry Davies had intended 
making. ft*s key sentence was: "I call 
upon you to bring forth an immediate 
constitutional convention to raise the 
standard of true peace—of one govern¬ 
ment for one world/* 

It is a pity that Mr. Davies should 
believe—and we cannot doubt his 
sincerity—that world government means 
peace. It may not mean war on the 
1939-45 model, but instead that unending 
yet equally exhausting and costly struggle 
that wc have witnessed for so long in 
India under British Imperialism, in Oc¬ 
cupied Europe, and in Eastern Europe 
to-day. For after all. Hitler was aiming 
at world government, so is Stalin, and 
by a different approach—U.S. A. Garry 
Davies calls on the politicians to provide 
the standard “around which all men can 
gather, etc/’ If* instead, he called on his 
fellow tttcfim.r to raise the standard them¬ 
selves, they could then dispense with the 
politicians who, never more than in 
present-day politics, are responsible for 
the tormented world we live in. 

Libertarian. 


CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 


HPHE reports of the caning of a lecturer 
A on the merits of corporal punishment 
by the boys and girls of Mr. Gopping's 
school in Staffordshire has caused a great 
deal of delight. They have also thrown 
into relief the sensationalism of the popu- 
Jar press, and the sadistic and porno- 
grahic motives always underlying the 
upholders of “Corpun”. Are the Doily 
Mirror readers anxious to make an end 
of the practice, or arc they merely wishing 
that they too had got hold of ihe 
weapons when they were at school? The 
Daily Aiirror (26.11.48), not for the first 
time, intrigues its readers by writing up a 
school where a pupil lounges in the Head¬ 
master's armchair, and the children allo¬ 
cate the staff salaries. To usurp the 
position of power is equally the childish 
fantasy of the neurotic revolutionary who 
himself was chastised in his youth. 

The lecturer, of whom a revealing ac¬ 
count is given in the New Statesman of 
4th December, “carries on his crusade in 
terms of high moral principle* and with 
careful injunction to avoid undue 
severity”—but we arc not told that he 
advocates, as depicted in a recent cartoon 
of ? progressive school, the use of local 
anaesthetic. On Lite contrary* in asserting 
that by being whipped our children “will 
grow up as honest and upright citizens 
worthy of this country's heritage” he is 
expressing an all too popular heresy. 

Last year, when teaching in a London 
Secondary Modern School, my argument 
that discipline and high academic 
standards had beat mammrncd for 100 
years in France without corporal punish¬ 
ment was answered: “France! She suc¬ 
cumbed to Hitler like a pack of cards. 
We, less effeminate, did not. The nation 
that becomes afraid of physical pain can 
no longer endure/* To point out that 
ihere are m&ny more dignified ways of 
developing physical endurance than by 
submit ling to being caned* hud no effect. 

fhe senior mirier in * Grammar School 
told me that “No healthy boy wants to 
work: so wc have to make 'em”—imply* 
ing, 1 presumed, “make 'em unhealthy” 
sto that they would fit inm the school 
system. 

Any anarchist wanting proof for his 
social theories, ha®, only to apply them lo 
a state educational system. The large- 
scale centra lisa lion, and the large numbers 
in each school inevitably bring competi¬ 
tion and punishment > corporal and other¬ 
wise, in their train. Project work, creative 
activities, self-government* co-operation 
with the parents are only feasible with 
comparatively small numbers; and oiher- 
wise n persuasive discipline is impossible. 

Fhe school is indeed a reflection of the 
world outside it, and ihi* fact in often 
used as an excuse for retaining corporal 
punishment—since the children, it is 
said, have a harsh life at home and 
understand no other sort of treatment* 
Bui to maintain a coercive discipline in 
school must be taken by the children to 
mean that the teachers arc determined to 


make them submit to the class system 
which keeps the world in poverty, short of 
food and in dread of another war. 
“Disobedience”, said Oscar Wilde, “in 
the eyes of anyone who has read history, 
is man's original virture. It is Through 
disobedience that progress has been made, 
through disobedience and through re¬ 
bellion . . Every man must be left quite 
free to choose his own work. No form 
of compulsion must be exercised over 
him. If there is, his work will not be good 

e~d"u c A t i o N 

for him, will not be good in itself, and 
will not be good for others.” 

Such a staid authority as the Encyclo¬ 
paedia Britan nica says: “Modern 

psychiatry and genetic psychology have 
shown the dangers inherent in flogging 
children, in that such procedure may 
develop inhibitions* antipathies, and 
neurotic traits likely lo undermine the 
whole mental and nervous system of the 
child." Yei there are still people, like 
Mr. Churchill* who imagine tht juvenile 
crime is on the increase owing to the 


lack of deterrent punishment. Its causes 
arc social and psychological—such as 
poverty, lack of housing and the effect 
on all children not yet bom, or under 
seven, in 1939, whose family life was dis¬ 
located by the war. 

Not only does caning become an 
addiction, but a guilty suspicion and pro¬ 
tective shell of callousness is bred in the 
administrator of it, who rather perversely 
comes to hate the object of his punish¬ 
ment. Lying* bullying and stealing are 
usually symptoms of maladjustment which 
are only increased by fear of the canc. 
They are driven underground to reappear 
later in another Jess easily remediable 
form. The best cure is to show the child 
ihat he is loved and valued. When he 
feels that the teacher is on his side he 
will take criticism of his anti-social 
behaviour. 

Anthony Weaver. 

A Committee for the Abolition of 
Corporal Punishment is Schools has been 
set up by Mr. Peter Freeman, M.P. 
Pamphlets may be obtained from the 
Secretary, Parliament Mansions, Abbey 
Orchard Street, S.W.L 
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LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITORS 

ARE WE DISHONEST ? 

Dear Comrades, 

As a regular reader of Freedom, 1 find 
your paper extremely interesting and full 
of useful information, besides taking « 
sensible approach to all the Important 
problems of the day, but l also feel that 
you tend to be a little dishonest. 

Like your very opposites, the Beaver' 
brook press, you continually refer to the 
Labour government as the Socialist 
government, and to members of the 
Labour Party as Socialists, You know 
this to be entirely untrue, so I can only 
assume that your reason is to discredit 
both the Labour government and 
Socialism at the same time. 

The Labour government and its party 
do not possess as their basic policy the 
achievement of Socialism, nor do they 
make any pretence that this is their aim* 
Their policy appears to be, to bolster 
up, In every way possible, the Capitalist 
Imperialist system of society, and to use 
all the methods of oppression known to 
Capitalism, in order to do so. 

Socialism, on the other hand, is a 
system based on the common ownership 
of the means of production and distribu¬ 
tion of the wealth of the community. In 
order to bring this about, Socialists be¬ 
lieve in the democratic election of a 
working-class government, with Socialism 
as their aim, die taking over of all in¬ 
dustries, without compensation to rhe 
bosses, and the placing of these industries 
in the hands of the workers themselves. 
We also believe in the establishment of a 
United Socialist Europe, as a prelude to 
World Socialism. In the opinion of us 
Socialists, this is the only way to world 
peace. 

To identify this with lhe policy of the 
gangsters and racketeers who are tunning 
the country to-day, is to be. as I stated 
before, dishonest, and certainly un¬ 
scrupulous. 

As a Socialist, t believe in Anarchy as 
our ultimate objective, and J have a great 
respect for the good work being done by 
Freedom » but I do deprecate the son of 
thing I have already referred to, and I 
do not believe you are doing a service to 
yourselves or to the working-class 
generally, by such behaviour. 

Yours fraternally, 

Birmingham, DOUGLAS A, KeITH. 

The Editors Reply: 

r T/F/OS'E r Socialists who object to the 
diversity of opinion in the Anarchist 
movement should take a look at the 
Socialists. Labour Party members, Stalin* 
ists , Trotskyists, I.L.PJcrs, S.P.GB/crs, 
Commonwealth, Felhxv travellers mid 
splinter-groups of all descriptions call 
themselves Socialists t claim they have the 
one and only true brand and that the 
others are gangsters and racketeers. 

Take one Labour pamphlet: Village 
Life and the Labour Parly To-day. We 
read “join the Labour Party and help to 
build up Socialism . . . Socialists believe 
in a classless society . . . Out of 394 
Labour XI.PA, ISO came from manual 
working occupations, such as miners and 
railway worker sj 134 came from pro¬ 
fessional classes such as teachers, doctors, 
lawyers and journalists. Twenty of the 
Xihtistejrs began their education in 
elementary schools, and nine went to 
Public Schools . . . The Labour Party has 
common cause with the workers of other 
countries . * /* Hod so ott, Working* 
class govern ment ? / n tern at h f salts m } 
They profess if all\ 

The fact if, Comrade, that all tht 
Socialist factions put forward (he same 
sort of programme' — they may differ in 
details of compensation. United Socialist 
Europe clauses and so on, but history and 
our own experience shows tu that when¬ 
ever anybody professing these ideas 
reaches power they arc corrupted. Why 
should your particular parry be any 
different? 

In lOirv rqrq, when the working-dipt 
reach the stage of wanting public owner¬ 
ship, workers* control without compensa¬ 
tion, to rhe extent of voting in an absolute 
majority, they wilt be mfluently con¬ 
scious, capable and numerous to do the 
job themselves {they'!! have to, anyway) 
and won’t need a government to legalist 
their initiatives \ 

If yew believe in Anarchy as your 
ultimate objective, why not try going 
straight towards it for a change , instead 
of going round nr ever-diminishing 
political circles ?— Eds , 

A HANDBOOK ON 
PROGRESSIVE SCHOOLS 

Dear Sir. 

It may interest your readers to know 
thin there is in course of preparation an 
up-to-date handbook which gives detail*: < 
of private progressive schools in this coun¬ 
try. As finly a limited number of copies 
will be printed those interested are advised 
to communicate with me wjjhout delay. 

Rose Bush, 

Hon. Secretary, 

The Progressive League, 

20, Buckingham 5ti . W.f 3. 







































SHADES OF TAYIOR & BEDAEX 


one could start an 
comment by saying. 


H ow often 
ankle or 

“There was a lime when Trade 
Unionists opposed” something or 
other, and then go on to show how 
they had swung round to support 
what they had once denounced I 
Here again, is the opportunity to do 
just that, for in their framie and 
servile drive for more production the 
T.U.C. has now decided to hire “top¬ 
flight production experts” to advise 
unions on how to increase output. 
And if anybody is not quite sure what 
is meant by "production experts” we 

INDUSTRIAL NOTES 

should briefly explain that these 
illustrious gentlemen are the “time- 
and-morion” students who stand be¬ 
hind workers at the bench with a 
stop-watch, timing their action to dis¬ 
cover where seconds can be saved. 

These experts arc not workers. 
They do not themselves have to carry 
out their own recommendations, so 
they can be as ruthless as they like in 
the breaking-down of working opera¬ 
tions, as careless of human dignity 
and as forgetful as they like of 
monotony, without suffering them¬ 
selves from the nerve-racking speed¬ 
up they impose on others. Their job 
done, their advice taken, they pass on 
to another factory, another industry, 
another batch of victims, and play 
again, in the sacred name of efficiency, 
their game of dehumanisation. 

Now, it would be foolish to deny 
that many a time a fresh eye, looking 
at a way of working for the first time, 
may see waste where the old hand is 
too engrossed in detail to see the whole 
operation. Equally true is it that the 
efficient way of working is usually the 
easiest; but production experts arc 
called in not to make work easier, but 
to make workers produce more in a 
shorter space of lime. You will have 
noticed that the T.U.C, are hiring 
“top-flight production experts” not to 
lighten the burden of labour, but to 
increase production. 

And so we see to-day systems which 
have been for years bitterly opposed 


by the workers now being embraced 
and encouraged by their representa¬ 
tives, The names of Bcdaux and 
Taylor are despised by militant 
workers everywhere. They were the 
original production experts on 
whose ideas were founded the in¬ 
dustrial empires of men like Henry 
Ford among the pioneers of mass- 
production* who have done more to 
standardise and debase popular taste 
than any others, except possibly the 
moguls of Hollywood, 

The brave New World marches on. 

Betrayed by their erstwhile defenders, 
the workers arc to be turned over like 
guinea-pigs for experiments in time- 
and-motion, talked into accepting 
their natural enemies by the glib- 
tongued Labour leaders who rose to 
power by fighting against the ex¬ 
ploitation they now demand. But the 
workers should have learned from 
that struggle, and in the inevitable de¬ 
fault of their leaders should work to¬ 
wards the goal of workers* control by 
acquainting themselves with all the 
processes in their work and assessing 
for themselves what is efficient and 
what is not; what is necessary and 
what is not, so that when the time 
eventually comes for expropriation of 


the means of production, the work in¬ 
volved can be organised in accordance 
with ihc wishes of the workers who 
will actually do it, and not according 
to the ruthless speed-up by “experts” 
from outside. 

WHAT'S THE TIME 
BY YOUR BOMB, 
COMRADE ? 

THE News Review for 18/11/48 carried 
A a very interesting article entitled 
“S witzerland-in-Wales' ’ describing the 
growth of a State-subsidised dock and 
watch industry in South Wales to estab¬ 
lish an alternative to heavy industry in 
areas where previously there was none and 
also to provide light employment for dis¬ 
abled men from the mines. 

At least, those are ostensibly the 
reasons for the growth of the industry, 
but there may be a more sinister motive. 
The article says: 

“For two centuries Britain led the 
world in dock-making, but the horo- 
logical industry slipped badly during 
the 'twenties and 'thirties and the Swiss 
became top dogs. Adolf Hitler added 
his mite of competition. Realising that 
it could be easily translated into war 
production, he had Germany's watch 
and clock industry heavily subsidised. 
The craftsmen who had made watch- 
spring?) were used to produce bomb- 
springs. 

“Determined not to be caught nap¬ 


ping again t the British Government 
built the first factory at YstradgynJais 
as part of its Development Area policy. 
It bought machinery from Switzerland 
and leased it and the building to the 
Anglo-Cdtic Watch Company, control 
of which is shared between Metropoli¬ 
tan-Vickers, Ingcrsnll and Smith's 

English Clocks. Smith and Ingcrsoll 
share current output." (Our italics.) 
So the British Government has learned 
from Adolph Hitler! What appears to 
be an altruistic move for the rehabilitation 
of distressed area* and disabled workers 
becomes a preparation for war. Tngersoll 
and Smith's are the watch-making ftrma 
shit ring current output, but Metropolitan 
Vickers are the armaments firm who will 
undoubtedly assume control when bomb- 
springs become more necessary for the 
State than watch-springs. The State gives 
nothing away. 

THE COAL BOARD 
REFORMS 

A FTER nearly two years of creaking 
** and increasing bureaucracy, the 
National Coal Board b discovering things 
which we could have told it before it 
started. 

Tn a statement issued recently, the 
Board announced that it is carrying out 
reforms for greater decentralisation of 
administration, in accordance with the 
findings of the Burrows Committee, set up 
by the Government to look into the 
obvious faults in N.C.B. organisation. 

But lest it be thought that complete 
decentralisation is going to be established, 


The Fair Arse of Justice 


QPEN cynicism is a comparatively and to prosecute when they feci like 




UNION OF ANARCHIST GROUPS: 
CENTRAL LONDON 

Evary Sunday at 7.30 p.m. 

At 6, Endilrigh Gordons, W.C.L 

DEC. 1 2th George I neson 

Communities 

DEC. 19th Geoffrey Thorp 

“Organisation Progressiva Schools 1 ' 
There wifi be no meeting, for obvious 
reasons, on Dec. 24th. A new series of 
Discussion Lectures will begin on Jen. 2nd, 
1949. Titles will be announced rn the nejrt 
issue of FREEDOM 


recent weapon in the hands of our 
enemies. It h also a most effective 
one and difficult to combat, as the 
cynic is always able to make his 
opponent an absurd prig. 

To take a simple example of this 
recent trend in public life when the 
tart in “The Fallen Idol” is asked 
what she has to say this time and 
replies “Nothing, except its not my 
turn.” The laughter which follows 
shows that most of the audience is 
well aware that prostitutes are arrested 
in rotation, fined, and given an ob¬ 
scene little talk on morality by the 
magistrate. “And why not?” says the 
apologist, “You can scarcely expect 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
countenance a tax on vice, and yet it 
is obviously desirable to canalise 
appetite, so why shouldn't the women 
pay what amounts to a levy? I don't 
see why you think there's anything 
wrong in it,” 

The “wrong” in it is of course that 
h allows the police to use these un¬ 
fortunate females for their own ends, 


it, but the evil in it is that it avoids 
a final solution to the frustration of 
the appetites in modern society. The 
prostitute is in fact playing the 
Bishop’s game. 

To pass on to another arrow in 
the cynic's quiver, let us examine the 
absurd facade of Buckingham Palace 
in this year of grace. The enthusiastic 
bubbling at every level of journalism 
whenever a member of the reigning 
house buys a new hat is accounted for 
in the most offensive manner. Pro¬ 
fessor load, that prelate of the 
mediocrej in a recent article in Picture 
Post , turns the Palace into a useful 
receptacle for the “inevitable” ten¬ 
dency towards snobbery in the human 
being, and this appears to be the 
viewpoint of many 'intelligent' 
Englishmen. Meanwhile, young men 
arc turned into war machines, hung 
by the neck until dead, and detained 
for a long period of their lives in 
prisons at “His Majesty's pleasure”, 
and the unlortuate family itself tears 
round factories and exhibitions to 


show the astonished world how 
“human” they arc. 

The only encouraging thing is that 
cynicism is usually the prelude to the 
fall of a regime. The Aristocracy of 
iSih century France and the Romans 
of the decadence hid behind a trellis 
of sneers, but they got their packet 
just the same. In England, of course, 
as my Uncle assured my Aunt after a 
performance of Crime Passumd which 
had worried her as to the future of 
man, such things don't happen. 
People are too interested in football 
and things like that. 

George Mellt. 


The Emu) anti the E*ro 1 iitt 


at 


HAMPSTEAD 

Informal mootings for discussion, so far 
without Chairman or any prodotorminud 
subject, are held every TUESDAY, 

7.30 p.m., at: 

5, VlJfas-on-tite-Heath, 

Vafe of Health, 

Hampstead, N.W.3. 

All comrades ere welcome. 


MERSEYSIDE LIBERTARIAN 
GROUPS 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

in COOPEfi'S HALL, SMw StrMt, 
on Sunday! »t 7.30 p.m. 

DEC 19 David Pud* 

"CHRIST—tha Liber, tor 7'* Study in the 
Motorioliit Conception of Hiitory. 


GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 

Indoor Meeting*. 

CENTRAL HALLS, Bath Street 
every Sunday at 7 p.m., 

Frank Leech, Willy Carlyle, John Gaffney, 
Eddie Shaw, 


BIRMINGHAM 

Dl|cif*siofl'Lecture! are hgld on alternate 
Sundays in Dick Sheppard Home, 34, 
Holloway Head, at 7 p.m. 

DEC. 19 Eric Woodward 

“Arthur Rimbaud” 


CHORLEY 


SUN , 

“The 


PUBLIC LECTURES 
urer : Albert Smith* 

19th 


B.A. 


Anarchist Solution to World War III" 
Lecture will start at 7.0 p.m. and will 
be held in the Oddfellows Rooms, 9, Cunhffe 
Street, CWley. Unci. 


(Continued tram page I) 
in variably give quite different treatment 
to the man with a solicitor at his call it fid 
the man without one, a fact which is of 
the greatest advantage to well-to-do crooks 
who are always certain of legal represent¬ 
ation and bail being speedily forthcoming, 
where the average person is perhaps not 
quite so well prepared. 

And the question of bail will still re¬ 
main. It will still be the case that a man 
can be locked up and refused out even if 
h in of the most vital importance in pre¬ 
paring his defence; the Bill hardly 
touch e* the point of police intervention 
in criminal caws, and confines itself to 
the judicial side. 

Bills are endeavouring to dear away some 
of the out-of-date and archaic laws which 
are nowadays never invoked, and have 
quite recently abolished hanging, drawing 
and quartering in Scotland and may soon 
come ruund to the (still occasionally in¬ 
voked) Witchcraft Act in England. At 
the same time, the new age produces it* 
new laws, and offences which King 
James U would have though: crazy, such 
ay those involved in rationing offences, 
are now accepted commonplaces, and new 
inventions such as television are the 
occasion for Bills relating to radio inter¬ 
ference which go far beyond any previous 
enactments in the right of entry into 
private homes. 

Anarchism ami the Law 

Just a§ it is always the bookmaker who 
wins at the races, no it is always the law¬ 
yer who win* m the Ckiurts The remedy 
is not to be found in giving easier access 
to the Courts In civil litigation, and pay¬ 
ing costs in criminal actions, but by 
cutting out the judicial system altogether. 
The vast majority of people live without 


resort to the Courts, and as anyone so 
misguided as to have become voluntarily 
involved in a major civil action is aware, 
they are the happier people, just as “the 
happiest nations are chose without 
history”. 

By people accepting the civil courts as 
a means of settling disputes, they recog¬ 
nise the authority of the capitalist and 
legal system, Many times in history, as 
a matter ot frequent occurrence, people 
have set aside the authority of the courts 
and lived without referring their disputes 
to them or giving popular support to 
judicial decisions, however they may have 
been forced to obey them. These cases 
have always been due to nationalist 
reasons, when foreign rulers controlled 
the courts and a difference in longue or 
some other minor distinction marked the 
rulers from the ruled. We have in those 
cases, in living memory in India and 
Ireland, for instance, seen the majority of 
the people disregard the Courts and live 
all i he betler for not accepting their 
domination. So It 1* not impossible to 
live without judicial domination, fur 
whatever reason. 

If people were lo lake that course, not 
front any nationalistic reasons, hut from 
libertarian motives, against their own 
ruling-class, and resist md dispense with 
all legal systems, whether embedded in 
the civil courts, the criminal courts or 
all the other magisterial platforms right 
down to the juvenile courts, they would 
be taking n most conscious and revolu¬ 
tionary step towards the rejection of 
authority. By living without making 
demands for authority or protection they 
would be treating u tradition for free men, 
to create the new world within the shell 
of the old. 

A narcho-Syndicalist. 


DOES IT 

MEAN 

YOU? 

D URING the coming week we shall 
be sending out many renewal 
notices to readers whoso subscrip¬ 
tions are due or will expire at the 
end of the year. This will involve 
several hundred subscribers, and we 
ask them to realise that promptness 
in renewing their subscriptions assists 
us financially and from an adminis¬ 
trative point of view prevents a lot 
of unnecessary additional work for 
us. 

May we at the same time ask 
readers to remember an appeal for 
donations to meet our past obliga¬ 
tions so that we may again publish 
the 8-page FREEDOM 7 

We still need £600, not an in¬ 
superable problem if more of our 
comrades were to take their share of 
the responsibility for solving it! 

Special Appeal 

‘>th LIST 

November 19th to December 3rd : 

London: P.H.S/ 10/-: Anfaby: D.R.* I/* 
Liana I fy: L.W, 2/-: Anon* 2/6 London 
A,E.H. 5/- Bririd; DJ. €1/1B/0r London 
R.M, 5/-; Llanally: L.W. 2/6: Caitfo Douglas 
J, & M.A,* 5 /*: Colchatior: H,S,* 7/6 
Notion: B.W, \/bl Blackpool R.6. :B/- 
Sidmouth: J.5.* 1/9; London: LG.W.* 5/ 
London: T. & E.E.* 5A; Hova; G.S. 2/9 
Cambridge: C.L.D. B/% 


Previously acknowledged 

SPECIAL APPEAL 

TOTAL TO DATE 


£5 

£275 


E2B0 (0 II 


* After Initials indicates contributors lo 
tho SA a month ichorna proposed by a 
London reader, 


FREEDOM 

let us hasten to add that ii will u 
eollierv manager level, the recommend* 
lions of the Committee including “devoid 
lion of responsibility, the creation of n 
dear channel of command and the m*in- 
icrance of a clear distinction between 
policy-making and execution wnh the in¬ 
tention of upholding “the prestige and 
authority of colliery managers and to give 
them every encouragement to equip them* 
selves for promotion.” 

Which, of course, leaves the men in the 
ptu in exactly the same position. V hr 
men who bring up every ounce of coal 
that is seen by light of day arc still the 
men who have no say whatever m the 
control of the industry, they arc still the 
ones who are blamed for failures and who 
pay with their blood for the successes of 
others. 


THE ANARCHIST 
RECORD 
AGAINST WAR 

f Continued from page t) 
freedom nmi lusting pace he established. 

Direct Action, find, ^ in this (?n«, 
industrial direct action* is the supreme 
need. B* a social stay-in general strike, 
lire workers end oust ibeir bosses, and 
mnke u revolution. All industrial aetion 
which leads to strike action, fights 
ogiiinst a capitalist system and wnr, 

—Wur Cum mail wry, Nov., 19.VL 


ANARCHISTS were in the forefront 
of the fight against Italian Fuseism 
unit German Nazism, They fought 
r cud ion on the continent while the 
rulers of Britain were applauding the 
"social Achievements 1 * of the fascists. 
Anarchists fought Franco from the first 
day to the last of the Spanish Her, 
And they are stiff fig Min* him, while 
the British nnd American government* 
still seek friendly relations with him. 

Always our pro grain me has been the 
same: solidfiritt between workers 

of all hinds ngnimrt their common 
enemy. International Capitalism. British 
workers are exploited by British and 
in tern at in mil capital, not by German 
workers. And the German workers 
art not oppressed by their British 
fellow workers but by their Nats I 
bosses nnd bureaucrat*. 

Who in our enemy? It is the capital¬ 
ist and his political henchmen, both in 
this country and abroad. And in this 
class war which we proclaim* the fight 
for liberation, of stru**lin* and suffer¬ 
ing workers and peasants throughout 
the world, our nlltc* arc the workers of 
all countries. Let us recognise the true 
enemy; let us join hands with the op¬ 
pressed of alt nations and throw off the 
oppressors for ever. 

—War Commentary. 

Mid-November, 1943. 


T^HE period between September, 1939 
A and May, 1940, was popularly 
known us the phoney war. The period 
between May, 1945, and some un¬ 
specified date in the future may well be 
culled the phoney pence* The war has 
drugged on through many years, under 
leadership which had told us repeatedly 
it is inspired and brilliant hut hui, failed 
to do anything to speed up the six: years 
of drawn-out war, and that war is still 
unfinished. For even while the black 
market is raking off quick profits in 
selling at advanced prices Union Jacks 
which they bought up cheap after 
Dunkirk, the war in the East goes on. 
There is method in this madness. The 
idea Is to get us accustomed to "war in 
peace": to be used to what were 
thought war-time sacrifices and restric¬ 
tions being carried out in peace-time, 
and even if Japan Mirr enders, this 
l4 phoney peace 1 * is scheduled to go on 
in the name of keeping order, occupa¬ 
tion, preparation, etc* Our struggle 
against the war is therefore not ended, 
nor can it be ended except by dis¬ 
solution of tlic system which breeds 
war, 

— Wjir Commentary. 

19th May, 1945* 


“We Mast Resist I" and "Ouf 
Record Against War" arc to ho re¬ 
printed immediately as a leaflet. Groups 
or individuals who would like quantities 
tor distribution should order at once. 
Free 2f6 per 100, £f per J.0OO* 


F R F E D O M 

Anarchist Fortnightly 
Price 3d. 

Postal .Subscription Rate* 

6 months 4/6 (U.S.A, $1}. 

12 months 8/6 I U.S.A. *2], 

Special Subscription Rat uy for 2 copies 
6 months 7/6 ($L50). 

12 months ISA (£ 3 ). 

Choquoi, P.O/i arid Money Orders should 
bo mad® oul to FREEDOM PRESS, tressed 
a/e Pay#®, end addressed to the publishers, 

FREEDOM PRESS 
27 Red Lion Street 
London, W.C.I EngJand 
TeJ,; Chancery 8364. 


putteed by Kapreu Printer*. London, B.l, and publi*hod bj Frredon Press, l^>ndon, W.CJ 





















































